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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“The Great Migration ….And What They Brought With Them” 

 Exhibition opens May 16 at Hotel Florence

Pullman State Historic Site welcomes 2 new Black cultural residents to display African American migrant artifacts 


CHICAGO – The Pullman State Historic Site will present a free public program of photos, documents, artifacts, and memorabilia donated to the care of Bronzeville / Black Chicagoan Historical Society and the International Society of Sons and Daughters of Slave Ancestry by Black Migrants to Chicago.  An Opening Ceremony with remarks by noted historian Professor Christopher Reed will take place on Saturday, May 16, 2009 at 11am at the Hotel Florence, 11111 S. Forrestville Avenue.  


Sherry Williams will guide visitors to displays featuring photos, a potbelly stove, a rocking chair, and farm tools brought to Chicago by black migrants between 1890 and 1950.  Patricia Bearden will present biographical narrative on the individuals in images on a one of a kind Black Migration heritage quilt. Both presenters are new African American resident historians at the Pullman State Historic Site – Hotel Florence.  The Exhibit is the collaborative work of the Pullman State Historic Site, Bronzeville / Black Chicagoan Historical Society, International Society of Sons and Daughters of Slave Ancestry, Swahili Institute, and graphic artist Mr. Tony Dzik.

Guests attending the May 16 program will enjoy African drumming provided by Simba Tayari, Director of the Swahili Institute.  Oral History interviews will be video recorded by Jayve Montgomery. Refreshments will be served. 


The Pullman State Historic Site, including the Hotel Florence, is administered by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.  Hotel Florence is conveniently located 1 block east of Cottage Grove Ave. at the Corner of 111th Street.  The Metra Train and CTA is steps from the entrance. By Car you can Exit at 111th Street from the Bishop Ford Expressway and drive west to Cottage Grove to enter circular driveway.  

The location is Handicap Accessible                                                                

E-mail inquiries to: chgoblackhistory@sbcglobal.net   

(773) 291-9115                                                                
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